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Disclaimer 
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Executive Summary 

This report documents the configuration and launch of the widerAdvance Facility project website, 

which serves as its main communication channel and the operational gateway to services offered to 

beneficiaries under WP1, WP2, and WP3. 

The portal was officially launched on 30 April 2025, in accordance with the project schedule and as 

part of the milestone titled “Project online platform launched” (May 2025). Its deployment marks the 

technical completion of a key component of WP4: Communication, Dissemination & Impact. 

The design and implementation of the platform were carried out through close collaboration between 

two entities: 

 IPPT PAN, the leader of WP4, which assumed full responsibility for the development, 

configuration, and maintenance of the main project website www.wideradvance.eu, as well as 

the integration of the platform with the service registry and communication components. 

 META Group, tasked with designing and delivering the application (registration) component, 

processing service access requests, and managing the users’ workspace environment. 

All tasks by IPPT PAN were executed using internal technical resources, without involving external 

contractors. The main portal was developed using the Joomla environment, equipped with a properly 

configured backend and components for content management, partner link integration, and visual 

layer customization. 

All elements of the platform - from user registration to communication tools - contribute to the 

overarching goal of the project: to enhance accessibility, transparency, and the effectiveness of 

dissemination and exploitation (D&E) activities across Europe. 
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1. Alignment with the objectives of the 
widerAdvance Facility Project 

The website serves as a fundamental tool in achieving the strategic goals of the widerAdvance Facility 

project. Launched on 30 April 2025, the platform combines communication, operational, and 

management functionalities. It plays a pivotal role in building a digital environment that enables the 

effective engagement of beneficiaries and the efficient dissemination of research outcomes, in line 

with the objectives of the Widening Participation and Spreading Excellence policy under the Horizon 

Europe programme. 

1.1. Supporting communication and dissemination & 
exploitation (D&E) 

 

One of the core challenges of the project is to ensure the visibility and accessibility of research 

outcomes - Key Exploitable Results (KERs) - originating from Widening countries. The website 

functions as a central communication and registration hub, supporting: 

 access to detailed information about services offered within the project (WP1-WP3), 

 presentation of successful case studies and best practices in research exploitation, 

 promotion of events, webinars, and synergistic initiatives. 

 through this infrastructure, the project actively reduces access barriers to D&E support tools, 

particularly in countries and regions with lower innovation capacities. 

1.2. Contributing to strategic and long-term Horizon Europe 
goals 

 

Through its activities, the website supports key pillars of the European Research Area (ERA) by: 

 providing a digital infrastructure for the management of services that foster research result 

exploitation, 

 encouraging participation from institutions in peripheral and less represented regions in EU 

initiatives, 

 enabling the monitoring of service outcomes via user feedback collection mechanisms, 

 promoting transparency, data protection compliance (GDPR), and information quality. 
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2. Project’s main portal – development and 
structure  

The project website, www.wideradvance.eu, serves as the central channel for external communication 

and as a knowledge repository for the widerAdvance Facility initiative. Publicly accessible, the portal 

has been designed to meet the needs of a broad spectrum of stakeholders - including academic 

institutions, National Contact Points (NCPs), Research Management Administrators (RMAs), science 

policy representatives, and the general public. 

The main objectives of the portal are to: 

 Enhance the visibility of the project and its results, 
 Provide up-to-date information about available services, events, and achievements, 

Direct users to the application platform. 

 

FIGURE 1 HOME PAGE 
 

http://www.wideradvance.eu/
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2.1. Implementation 

The entire development of the portal was carried out using the internal resources of IPPT PAN, without 

the involvement of any external contractors. IPPT PAN was responsible for: 

 designing the functional layout and content structure of the portal, 
 implementing the content management system (CMS), 
 integrating graphic elements in line with the project’s visual identity, 
 designing and deploying an Intranet dedicated to project consortium members, 
 implementing links and forms that direct users to the META registration platform. 

The IPPT team also ensured full configuration of the server infrastructure, domain setup, and security 

protocols - compliant with European Commission standards and aligned with stakeholder 

expectations. 

 

2.2. Technical architecture and Joomla environment  

The portal is built on the reliable and flexible Joomla CMS, which provides: 

 easy management of multilingual content, 
 the ability for WP4 editors to create and manage pages, posts, and news updates, 
 full control over the graphic template and mobile responsiveness of the site, 
 integration capabilities with external forms (e.g. registration, newsletters). 

From a technical standpoint, the website operates within the server infrastructure of IPPT PAN, 

using the HTTPS (SSL) standard and security measures that comply with GDPR guidelines and data 

protection requirements. 

 

FIGURE 2 JOOMLA CMS 
 

2.3. Domain registration, certificates, and email services 

To ensure the long-term sustainability of the portal, IPPT PAN undertook the following actions: 

 Registered the domain www.wideradvance.eu for a period of 10 years, ensuring continuous 
access to the site both during and after the project lifecycle. 

http://www.wideradvance.eu/
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 Purchased and implemented an SSL certificate, and configured communication security 
protocols in line with best practices and compliance standards. 

 Established an environment for managing professional email accounts (up to five addresses) 
under the domain @wideradvance.eu, enabling communication with users, support for 
application calls, and formal correspondence with the European Commission. 

2.4. Portal structure 

The website has been designed to be clear, intuitive, and user-friendly. It includes all the essential 

components and sections, allowing users to easily navigate and find relevant information. The portal 

is structured around the following key elements: 

 

FIGURE 3 MENU 

2.4.1. Home  

The Home page features a main visual slider, a concise description of the project’s mission, and 

highlights of the latest news and upcoming events. It also includes a “Success Stories” section, 

showcasing impactful examples of research exploitation and user engagement. 

Prominently placed “Apply” buttons are embedded throughout the page, providing direct access to 

the META platform and its associated services. 
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FIGURE 3 HOME PAGE – INFORMATION SECTION PART 1 
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FIGURE 4 HOME PAGE – INFORMATION SECTION PART 2 
 

 

FIGURE 5 HOME PAGE – SUCCESS STORIES SECTION 
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FIGURE 6 HOME PAGE – STATISTICS SECTION 
 

 

FIGURE 7 HOME PAGE – UPCOMING EVENTS SECTION 
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FIGURE 8 HOME PAGE – NEWS SECTION 

 

2.4.2. Menu 

2.4.2.1. About – This section includes subpages that describe the following: 

a) Our Mission & Vision – presenting the overarching goals and guiding principles of 
the widerAdvance Facility project. 

 

FIGURE 9 MISSION & VISION SECTION 
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b) Consortium & Advisory Board – introducing the composition of the project 
consortium and the members of the Advisory Board, along with their institutional 
affiliations and roles within the project framework. 

 

FIGURE 10 ALL MEMBERS OF CONSORTIUM - SLIDER SECTION 
 

 

FIGURE 11 ALL MEMBERS OF EUROPEAN ADVISORY BOARD - SLIDER SECTION 
 

c) FAQs – a dedicated section answering the most frequently asked questions regarding 

the project’s objectives, services, participation conditions, and the application process. 
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FIGURE 12 FAQS SECTION 
 

2.4.3. Services 
This section presents the full range of services offered under the widerAdvance Facility project, 

including: 

a) Individual Support – tailored assistance for beneficiaries in accessing and utilizing project 

tools and expertise, 

 

FIGURE 13 INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT SECTION 
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b) Trainings – structured learning opportunities, workshops, and capacity-building sessions 
aimed at strengthening research management and exploitation skills. 

 

FIGURE 14 TRAININGS SECTION 

2.4.4. Synergies 
a) About Synergies – an overview of the project’s strategy for fostering collaboration and 

alignment with other EU and international initiatives, including cooperation opportunities for 

external stakeholders and institutions. 

 

FIGURE 15 SYNERGIES SECTION 
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2.4.5. Events 
This section highlights various engagement opportunities and upcoming activities, including: 

 

FIGURE 16 ABOUT THE EVENTS 
 

a) Webinars – online sessions focusing on practical knowledge, success stories, and expert 
guidance, 

b) Networking Events – occasions for community-building, peer exchange, and interdisciplinary 
dialogue, 



 

21 

 

 

FIGURE 17 EVENTS SECTION - TILE LAYOUT VIEW OF EVENTS 

 

FIGURE 18 EVENTS SECTION - EVENT DETAILS 
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c) Matchmaking & Open Days – interactive forums for connecting institutions, researchers, and 

service providers, 

d) Study Visits – in-person experiences allowing beneficiaries to explore best practices and 

institutional excellence across Europe. 

2.4.6. News 
A regularly updated feed of project-related announcements, updates, press releases, and milestone 

achievements. 

 

FIGURE 19 NEWS & ARTICLES SECTION - TILE LAYOUT VIEW OF EVENTS 
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FIGURE 20 NEWS & ARTICLES SECTION – ARTICLES VIEW 
 

2.4.7. Check also 
This section provides access to a curated selection of external platforms and initiatives relevant to 

the goals of the widerAdvance Facility project. The section includes direct links to: 

a) Booster – supporting tools for project development and exploitation, 

b) Horizon Results Platform – showcasing exploitable outcomes from EU-funded research and 

innovation projects, 

c) Networks & Partnerships – gateways to broader collaborative ecosystems and strategic 

alliances. 

 

2.4.8. Intranet 
A dedicated digital workspace for project partners, offering access to operational materials, 

implementation guidelines, and internal documentation. 
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Within the Intranet, a restricted-access section has been created exclusively for members of the 

Advisory Board, ensuring confidential and targeted information exchange. 

 

2.4.9. Helpdesk 
A dedicated contact form is available throughout the entire website, ensuring users have 

continuous access to helpdesk support from any page. This feature facilitates direct 

communication with the project team, enabling efficient handling of inquiries, technical issues, and 

service-related questions. 

 

FIGURE 21 HELPDESK SECTION 
 

2.4.10. Footer 
The footer section of the website ensures integration with the project’s social media accounts, 

providing users with quick access to external communication channels. It also includes: 

 links to the Privacy Policy, 

 information on Cookies and GDPR compliance, 

 and a dedicated contact email address for direct inquiries. 
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FIGURE 22 FOOTER DETAILS 
 

2.5. Resources & success stories (to be launched) 
The website includes a dedicated section designed to provide access to downloadable documents, 

promotional graphics, and other public project materials. 

The corresponding tabs, along with the “Success Stories” section, will be activated during the course 

of the project, once the relevant content is developed as part of its implementation. 

 

3. User registration and login 

User registration is facilitated through the “Apply” buttons (for individual support services) or the 

“Register” buttons (for events, webinars, and other activities). The entire registration process is 

handled via a dedicated application platform developed and managed by the project partner META 

Group SPRL. 

The registration process includes the following steps: 

 Submission of first name, last name, email address, and password, 
 Confirmation of registration via verification email, 
 Automatic login and redirection to the user's personalized dashboard. 

Users are assigned specific roles within the system - such as beneficiaries, experts, or administrators 

- which determine their level of access to various platform functionalities. 

4. widerAdvance Platform 

The widerAdvance platform will be the developed by META SPRL and will integrate with the existing 
widerAdvance website. It will manage the application process of the users and will provide them  
a working space to benefit of the widerAdvance services.  

The main functionalities of the platform will be:  
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 User registration.  
 Application to the different typologies of services:  

o Submission of an application form and its evaluation for the individualised services.  
o Registration to other typologies of services, such as events, webinars, etc.  

 User workspace management.  
 Feedback collection.  

The platform will be reachable at the https://platform.wideradvance.eu URL and will be hosted by 
META Group main partner at their datacentre in Rome. All collected data will be stored and managed 
according to the higher security standards and to the current GDPR rules.  
To grant the integrity and privacy of the data, all interaction with the platform will require a user account. 
Different typologies of users will be then granted different levels of access, according to their roles in 
the project, i.e. there will be beneficiaries, experts, managers, administrators, etc. 
 

4.1. Overview of strategic objectives  

Task 4.2 focused on the development of a comprehensive project portal that would act as the central 
online hub for the widerAdvance Facility. The goal was to establish a digital platform that could provide 
external visibility, facilitate stakeholder engagement, streamline access to services, and support the 
internal coordination needs of the consortium.  

The portal was intended to serve multiple functions: promoting the Facility’s offerings, providing up-to-
date information about events and project milestones, acting as a single point of contact for registration 
and helpdesk services, and offering curated content such as success stories and news items. In 
parallel, a secure internal workspace - the intranet - was developed to ensure smooth collaboration 
among consortium members and affiliated experts.  
By linking the Facility to key EU dissemination and exploitation tools such as the Horizon Results 
Booster, Horizon Results Platform, and major support networks (e.g., NCPs, EEN), the portal was also 
conceived as a connector within the broader European innovation ecosystem.  

4.2. Development process  

During the Kick-Off Meeting of the widerAdvance project, consortium members agreed on the domain 
name www.wideradvance.eu as the official online presence for the Facility. The domain was acquired 
in February 2025, marking the operational start of portal development.  

Since then, preparations for the portal’s launch progressed steadily. IPPT PAN, as the Task Leader, 
worked closely with META SPRL through regular coordination meetings. These exchanges covered 
content architecture, user flow design, visual integration, and technical functionalities, with particular 
attention given to ensuring smooth access to the Academy and Facility services.  

The full public launch of the portal is scheduled for Month 5 (May 2025), in accordance with the project 
timeline outlined in the Grant Agreement.  

 

4.3. Main workflows description  
  

4.3.1. User registration  

The user journey starts with the Apply (for individual services) and/or Register (for events, webinars, 
etc.) buttons, located in the widerAdvance Facility website homepage. This will lead the user to a 
login/registration form, where they will be required to submit just the bare minimum information needed 

https://platform.wideradvance.eu/
http://www.wideradvance.eu/
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to grant them access to the platform: First name, Last name, Email address and a password. After this 
step, a confirmation email will be sent to their address, and they will be able to access their main 
dashboard or continue with the application they wanted to start with.  

  

FIGURE 23 User registration 
 

4.3.2. Application  

After creating an account, users will be able to create a new application, by clicking the “Create 
application” button in their dashboard. This will display the application form where they will be required 
to fill the needed fields (Application form developed in WP1, T1.2). Every user input will automatically 
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be saved, so they will be able to log out and come back at any time, finding the previously entered 
data.  

  

FIGURE 24 Intro of the application form  

Upon entering their PIC number, the system will automatically download relevant data about the 
organisation from the EC website. After filling in all the fields, the user will submit the application by 
clicking the Submit button. An email message will be sent to their address and to the administrators 
as well.  
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FIGURE 25 Section 1 of the application form - General information  
 

  
FIGURE 26 Section 2 of the application form - Key Exploitable Results  
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FIGURE 27 Section 3 of the application form - Research Management & Administration (RMA)  
 

The application process will be organized in periods for submission (depending on the agreed cut-of 
dates), each one with a defined starting date and a deadline. All the applications received in each 
period will be evaluated after the cut-off date.  
Applications that are considered as eligible but are not selected could be considered for the next 
submission period.  

The submitted applications will be available for review by the administrators. There will be an 
Applications page that will display all submitted application in a table; if needed, administrators will be 
able to download each application in pdf format and, after an evaluation process that will happen 
between the committee members outside of the platform, they will proceed to approve or reject the 
application by clicking on the appropriate button. In either case an automated email message will be 
sent to the applicant. Also, in the user dashboard, the approved or rejected application will be 
appropriately marked.  

In the case of applications for individualized services, evaluators will have also to flag KERs (from the 
list provided in the application form) for which applicants have to provide the exploitation intentions 
forms.  

Approved applications for individualised services will be required to fill in the exploitation intentions 
form for each approved KER. When accessing the platform, a message will alert them that an 
application still needs interaction. When entering their application, a visual signal will alert them about 
KERs which still need additional information. When clicking on each KER, a pop up is displayed with 
the Exploitation intentions table. Each information provided in the different fields is automatically 
saved.  

If at least one KER is not filled in this way, applicants can not submit their “second stage” of the 
application.  
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After applicants completed the exploitation intentions table for each KER can send the updated 
application form by clicking on a “submit” button. Notifications are automatically sent to applicants and 
evaluators.  

Evaluators will have the possibility for each KER to:  

 Reject the KER.  
 Match a KER (and related research team) with the different services.  
 Match an RMA with different services.  

A match between a KER and an individual service creates an assignment.  

A match between a KER (research team) or an RMA with an event, a webinar or similar will just 
automatically register the users to those services.  

4.4. User workspace  

In their dashboard the beneficiaries will find:  

 Their applications (if any) or the button to create a new application.  
 The possibility to edit their account (email address, password, etc.).  
 The list of workspaces they have been given access to.  
 A list of available events they can register to.  
 The events that they have already registered to with the link to attend.  

The Experts user will find:  
 A list of workspaces they are involved in.  
 A list of future events and the possibility to invite users to.  
 A list of events that they will attend.  

The Platform Administrators will find:  
 The list of applications, both in draft, submitted, approved or rejected status.  
 The list of workspaces and the possibility to create new ones or edit the existing ones.  
 The list of events and the possibility to create new ones or edit the existing ones.  
 The list of users.  
 The list of experts.  

 
 

4.5. Events  

The platform administrators will be able to manage the list of events. They could create a new one by 
defining the event title, description, starting and ending dates/times and optionally an image to be 
displayed. They could edit the existing ones and invite existing users to attend them.  

4.6. Feedback collection  

After the conclusion of a service, each participant will be invited to fill a satisfaction survey  about their 
experience. Data from this survey will be available for the management in Excel format for further 
analysis.  
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5. Project process and timeline 
The design, development, and launch of the widerAdvance Facility website were carried out in line 

with the objectives defined under Work Package 4 (WP4). The process was structured into several 

coordinated stages, jointly implemented by IPPT PAN (WP4 leader) and META Group SPRL 

(technology partner responsible for the platform’s application module). 

5.1. Implementation phases 
5.1.1. Planning phase (M1–M2 | January–February 2025) 

 Analysis of end-user needs, 
 Definition of the platform’s key functional components, 
 Agreement on roles and responsibilities between IPPT PAN and META Group, 

 Development of the visual communication plan and integration strategy for website content. 

5.1.2. Development and configuration of the main portal (M2–M4 | February–April 
2025) 

 Construction of www.wideradvance.eu by IPPT PAN using the Joomla CMS, 
 Registration and setup of the domain, SSL certificates, and email accounts, 
 Implementation of graphical elements and content (home page, menu tabs, links, news), 
 Integration of registration buttons with the META platform. 

5.1.3. Development of the application module (M2–M4 | parallel) 

 Creation of the user registration and application platform by META Group, 
 Deployment of the user role and access management system, 
 Configuration of services for both individual and mass applications (e.g., webinars, events), 
 Implementation of dashboards and multi-stage application forms (including KERs and 

exploitation intentions). 

5.1.4. Internal testing and launch (M4 | April 2025) 

 Internal functionality testing by IPPT and META, 
 Review of user flows and validation of application logic, 
 Verification of notifications, role assignments, and interface clarity, 
 Official launch of the platform: 30 April 2025. 

5.2. Internal milestones 
Milestone Description Month Status 

M1 Agreement on portal 
architecture 

February 2025 ✔️ Completed 
 

M2 Domain registration, SSL 
certification, Joomla setup 

March 2025 ✔️ Completed 
 

M3 META component functionally 
ready 

April 2025 ✔️ Completed 
 

M4 Launch of the online platform April 2025 ✔️ Completed 
 

 

http://www.wideradvance.eu/
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6. Sustainability and long-term accessibility of 
the platform 

A key aspect of Deliverable D4.3 and the broader WP4 strategy is ensuring the sustainability of the 

digital resources developed under the widerAdvance Facility project. The website  -  

www.wideradvance.eu  -  functions as a knowledge repository, a stakeholder contact point, and a 

showcase of the project’s outcomes and achievements. Its long-term maintenance and availability 

are essential for securing the project’s lasting impact, in alignment with the European Commission’s 

goals for Dissemination & Exploitation (D&E). 

6.1. Technical accessibility assurance 

To preserve the platform as a long-term digital asset, IPPT PAN has implemented a range of 

infrastructure and organizational measures to minimize the risk of expiration, data loss, or service 

discontinuity: 

 Registration of the domain www.wideradvance.eu for a period of 10 years, covering the 
project duration and well beyond its formal conclusion, 

 Installation and configuration of an SSL certificate, ensuring secure data transmission and 
compliance with privacy standards, 

 Hosting of the website within IPPT PAN’s own IT infrastructure, eliminating dependency 
on third-party providers and maintaining full control over platform operations, 

 Regular backups and system updates of the Joomla CMS to ensure resilience against 
system failures and cyber threats. 

6.2. Development and expansion plan 

IPPT PAN intends to actively develop the platform throughout the project duration, responding to 

evolving communication and operational needs of WP4 and project partners. Planned actions include: 

 Expanding the site’s structure with new thematic sections (e.g., D&E tools, knowledge base, 
interactive maps, partner profiles), 

 Adding multimedia content, such as videos, infographics, and presentations, 
 Keeping information about events and open calls up to date, 

 Systematic publication of Success Stories and case studies featuring beneficiaries’ 
experiences. 

The editorial team at IPPT PAN will continue to monitor and adapt content to meet the expectations 

of the European Commission and external audiences. 

Through these measures, IPPT PAN ensures that the project website will remain a durable and 

evolving digital asset, supporting both the current operations and the long-term communication 

goals of the widerAdvance Facility initiative. 

http://www.wideradvance.eu/
http://www.wideradvance.eu/
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Follow us on: Learn more: 
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